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Submission: 139-06 

 

Racing Rules of Sailing 
Rule 78.2 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Offshore Committee 

Proposal: 
To amend Racing Rule 78.2:  
78.2 When a rule, other than a rating rule, requires a certificate to be produced before a 

boat races, and it is not produced, the boat may race provided that the race committee 
receives a statement signed by the person in charge that a valid certificate exists and 
that it will be given to the race committee before the end of the event. If the certificate 
is not received in time, the boat shall be disqualified from all races of the event. 

 

Current Position: 
As above. 
 

Reason 
1. Rating certificates are frequently changed, sometimes on a regular basis, 

reflecting different configurations of individual yachts.  
2. It is a fundamental principle of rating systems, that it is the rating that is current 

prior to a particular race that is that used for the Regatta, and the boat can then 
be measured against that rating certificate. 

3. Copies of rating certificates have to be carried on board and therefore have to be 
available after the start of the first race in physical form. 

4. Further note: Many rating certificates are also now available to race organisers 
on-line from rating offices. It is essential therefore that rating certificate inspected 
by the race organisers immediately prior to a Regatta is that which is being used 
by the competitor in question. 

5. The current rule can causes confusion unless specifically amended in the sailing 
instructions. Whilst regular race organisers using rating systems do this, there are 
occasions when it is either overlooked and more particularly as we have a 
number of smaller countries now using rating systems, they fail to include the 
necessary amendment. This change will therefore assist nations with smaller 
fleets or who may just be beginning to use handicap rating systems. 

6. In handicap events, even though a Notice of Race may require a certificate to be 
filed before the beginning of an event, competitors who may have complied with 
the requirement, attempt to file a modified certificate after the original time using 
78.2 as justification. This addition would clarify the rule and save Race 
Administrators and Juries from having to deal with the issue.  


